Debbie Osborne’s Book
Elements of Crime Patterns

[00:00:00] Mindy: Welcome to Analyst Talk with Jason Elder. It's like coffee
with an analyst, or it could be whiskey with an analyst reading a spreadsheet,
linking crime events, identifying a series, and getting the latest scoop on
association news and training. So please don't beat that analyst and join us as we
define the law enforcement analysis profession.

One episode at time.

[00:00:17] Jason: How we doing, Analysts? Jason Elder here with another
IALEIA podcast deep dive. We are welcoming back to the show Debbie
Osborne. We talked to her in January about the process of using Al as a
collaborator for her upcoming book, and now we're to that point where the
upcoming book is now a published book.

Her book is called Elements of Crime Patterns: A Foundation for Theory and
Practice,

the second edition.

So we're welcoming her back to the show to talk about the book, its publication,
and what you can expect in reading and consuming the book. Debbie, how we
doing?

[00:01:04] Debbie: I'm good, Jason. Thank you for having me on the show
today.

[00:01:07] Jason: How is Buffalo?

[00:01:09] Debbie: Yesterday it was freezing. It may be snow, but no snow.
And today it's 60 and sunny, so it's April.

[00:01:16] Jason: Yeah. Ap- April showers bring May flowers, right? Yes.

[00:01:21] Debbie: Yes.



[00:01:22] Jason: All right. For sure. Well, very good. So, hey,. you made it.
You made it to publication day. The book is now out. And it's meeting and
beating your expectations. Just wanted to bring you on the show to talk a little
bit, catch up on the process, since we talked back in January, and then give
people a little bit of a tour on how to use the book.

This is a practical reference book and not necessarily a textbook. So I think it...
How to get the most out of this book is also going to be beneficial for the
listeners. Before we get too far, , since we talked in January, - in just terms of
the pre-publication process, did - anything stick out to you?

Any setbacks? Anything you wanna bring us up to speed on prior to
publication?

[00:02:17] Debbie: Well, when you are waiting for the publisher to publish the
book, not a lot happens. But I- ... do realize and chatting with you right before

we came on right today- ... I realized that people wouldn't know how to use the
book.

So I've spent time, actually since I knew I was having the second edition
published by Routledge posting on LinkedIn, sharing thoughts about crime
patterns- ... and how important it is to look for them. And I play around with Al
still, and find it, that one of the things that we don't talk about is how the
missing data in crime reports if it's they're standardized, is because we're using
crime report data collection to prosecute people and not necessarily investigate
crimes, right?

So we're not collecting things that might link crimes. And the book itself is
basically focused on linking crimes committed by the same offender, but it
could be used for other types of crime patterns too.

[00:03:18] Jason: Well, I think most analysts, would say that the data that's
captured in a typical crime report is not necessarily thinking of the analyst and
what the analyst has to do.

It's, as you mentioned it's there as more of a legal document to create the event
and get it into the legal system as opposed to setting the ability up to investigate
and analyze the event

[00:03:51] Debbie: Yeah and one thing that surprised me after my first book |
gave it to an officer who posts a lot on LinkedIn- who can be challenging, and
he actually liked the book, but he said that officers don't receive this training



and- Yeah ... about patterns at all. So for me, the reason this book is called
Foundation for Theory and Practice is it's the thing that should be underlying all
of it, and we're developing a lot of theories and practices and responses to
crime- without really collecting s- lots of important information.

[00:04:28] Jason: Right. So let's, start from the top, and you talked a little bit
about it, but just the purpose of the book and the audience for the book.

[00:04:39] Debbie: Well, originally and I did mention this, I think, before.
Originally, when I thought about this book should exist was when I was
probably even before | became crime analyst.

Like, there's nowhere for me to understand what's in a crime pattern. So the
book was meant to describe the elements, the parts of a crime pattern, and I
ended up adding the q- more details about the crimes themself, because the
crimes themselves are part of the pattern. It's not just the elements.

It's what constitutes the crime and what elements are in that, along with all the
basic elements. So my audience would be somebody who is new as a crime
analyst, right? And somebody... If [ was at my desk and suddenly there were
there was something about that, that I'd, [ saw something in a crime report and [
thought, "Well, maybe, may- this looks like another one," I could look up, like,
the element and what could I be looking for.

So let's say the element is how someone approached and what kind of words
might be in the report. The, so there's a lot of synonyms, like what, how people
did things or j- or variety. And the book isn't designed to have every single
thing, but it has a lot. And I think one reason it was never written is it seems too
overwhelming.

If you put everything that could be in a crime report, you would need, a huge

book. But it turns out there- It isn't. You don't have to. It's limited to a certain

amount of things can happen in the world. , There's gravity keeps us on Earth.
Only certain things can happen on planet- Yeah

Earth with humans. And I try to capture as many of those things possible that
happen in crimes.

[00:06:22] Jason: So, obviously , there's the anatomy of crime. Each crime has
its certain characteristics when you say the elements of crime patterns, is it
based on particular crimes, or are these elements that any crime is going to have
in order to make it a pattern?



[00:06:42] Debbie: In the first section of the book I discuss... I have a chapter
called Anatomy. Of a crime pattern,

So I tell you about modus operandi information. That's the thing that really
intrigues me the most. I was a behavior specialist before I c- became a crime
analyst. I'm like, "What are they doing? What are they doing?" It's more like the
mechanics of the crime. So the elements are not going to be in every crime
because of course- property is an element. What's... and property is what's
stolen or vandalized. ... A weapon isn't going to be in, in every crime, but
weapon is one of the 24 basic elements. But there would be, a victim, and the
victim of course you know could be the state.

If there's a law, because one of the chapters, is drug and alcohol .

And that's not necessarily crime, unless it's a vehicular assault because someone
was drunk, that's different. Sure. So it, it's very detailed and and I also in the
first section explain why understanding all these elements is important for
developing any theory.

If you don't have the details of what could be an element, what are you
studying, right?

So like when you think about opportunity is one of the elements and and so
opportunity, there's a lot of criminological theory Developed around
opportunity. But if you don't know what the opportunities are, there's no lists of
them- Yeah

what are you studying? So there's lists of opportunities and opportunities for
specific crimes. So I did a lot of research- coming up with these

[00:08:12] Jason: You mentioned new analysts, but I could even see this book
being for experienced analysts or analysts working a particular crime series or
long-term project.

Reading through the book being able to search through certain sections of the
book being food for thought for thinking outside the box if you will. I was just
talking with Brandy Schiber and she talked about her analyst badge story , these
vehicle, during a sexual assault series that cars were being stolen.

And she came late into this investigation the first thing she asked is - were the
cars being recovered? And that helped lead them to people that were doing it.
They found the cars in their apartment complex. And so I feel that, this book



helping to see various angles of the crime pattern can help even the most
experienced analysts think differently and maybe identify stuff that they're
overlooking.

[00:09:18] Debbie: And I also think investigators, it really actually would be a
great tool for investigators in my opinion. And another say the basic element
location, which of course could be in cyberspace too- ... but that's an IP address.
But we often think of a location as place on a map, but I have the descriptions of
all kinds of locations.

And also, like a bus stop as you know too, crime can happen around bus stops.
Yeah. So you might look at, you can use both mapping with those qualitative
variables. Say, okay, there's something in these different lists, I'm going to map
them because it would be interesting to see what crimes happen around them.

So the book not only could be for analysts, new and old, and in between but
investigators, it could be for researchers too To come up with different
questions. Or as you're an analyst, and I know I did this because I was curious, |
would be looking for things I might have missed. So for me, this book also
would've been a great tool to think of new things I might have never looked at
in my jurisdiction, because it's just impossible to know everything, right?

So it's in a book. Yeah. And I, and I think the book is really easy to navigate in a
e-book form, especially the one you can get from the publisher. And then also
I'll just add this now so I don't forget, but there, there's hyperlinks to the things
in the bibliographies that have URLSs, and you can get to the different research
related to the things in the chapters.

And what's interesting too, if the bibliography's short that means there's not
much research on it. Like, like if there's two or three things, whatever that
subject is- ... [ couldn't find very much about it. Right, concealment m- methods
is I think the last basic element. Concealment methods. So like how do they
conceal something in a truck?

There's not a lot of research about this, at least- Yeah ... that I could find. And
so there the book can open doors to asking new questions.

[00:11:25] Jason: , I would even think concealment in terms of the getaway,
hiding, the aftermath of where do they go once they've committed the crime?

Like that.



[00:11:35] Debbie: Or concealed or stolen property.
[00:11:37] Jason: Yeah.

[00:11:37] Debbie: Well, and I also have a chapter that I named deception, but
it's also disguise. Cons, things like that, and like what people do. I li- because
that would be how I would link crimes as an analyst. They came up and they
said this thing to you.

But then there's also the offender characteristics is a basic element which could
be are they polite? Are they aggressive? Are they s- do they smell funny?
Things like that, how you link crimes.

[00:12:07] Jason: All right. That's good. Let's go on to just how to navigate and
how to use the book.

'Cause 1, as I mentioned in the beginning, you describe it as a practical reference
book. Not necessarily a textbook. And I, I feel that there's certain elements that
this book has that typical books that an- that the listener may come across on
the, on, in law enforcement, that this is different from those.

So let's go over a little bit of the elements and then just how to use this
particular book.

[00:12:41] Debbie: Well, I think, of course, it'll depend on the user, but- ... I
would actually recommend reading it even though it could be boring. This
second edition's not as boring.

Th- because it, the first edition was more like lists.
[00:12:55] Jason: And,

[00:12:56] Debbie: And the second edition has exercises where you can, that
you can do and that almost anyone can do.

Meaning If you were a student or you were just somebody who wanted to learn
about crime patterns, you wouldn't have to have a lot of technical knowledge or
c- specialized software to do the exercises.

And then there I added critical thinking guidance. Because of this it's more
interesting, is there are crime scenarios in every chapter in part two on the basic



elements, in part three on the 27 crimes. So there's a scenario, in the basic
elements there's also a real crime and I put what query terms you could look up
if you were looking for this crime.

And people could even experiment, and I think I have that in exercises of
looking online using query terms to find-

Serial crimes. The basic premise is that all crimes committed by the same
person that are similar type are serial crimes, right?

You could be a serial fraudster, a serial money launderer Bank robber, yeah ...
counter- c- counterfeiter. You can... Don't... Doesn't have to be- Yeah ... the
basic crimes. Yeah. It's important to link them because, of course, you wanna
solve the cases. And also if you arrest someone, they can get convicted of more
crimes.

Yeah. Maybe not be out tomorrow. But anyway, to use the book I would say n-
to get familiar with all of it, I think it would give you... It's almost like, one of
those books if you studied Western civilization, what... It's the whole history of
Western civilization. It's the whole, it's a whole overview of what could be in a
crime pattern, the mechanics of crimes themselves.

So even a criminologist might not really even know that, right? Because they
didn't work- ... in law enforcement, and that's the advantage I had, was working
in a big city by myself for 10 years looking at so many possible crimes, and
then going to the federal government and working many of the crimes that aren't
local level jurisdiction.

[00:15:01] Hope: Analysts. L.E.A Podcasts is looking for volunteer researchers
to help build a knowledge base for the law enforcement analysis profession.
This is a flexible opportunity to contribute to projects involving training,
analytical tools, history, and resources across the analyst profession.

If you are curious about the profession and want to help create meaningful
content and resources, we’d love to hear from you. Please send a brief email
along with your resume, CV, or a short bio to leapodcasts at G mail dot com.



[00:15:38] Jason: You hit on it, but I do feel that, somebody that's opening this
up, yeah, as you mentioned, they could read it cover to cover but there's others
that it's just like, hey, maybe they open it up to just certain parts 'cause that's
what they're interested in.

, Maybe that's the problem that they're trying to solve is certain elements, and
they know which elements they have, and they're inve- they're evaluating
maybe ones that they don't have, and, maybe they've considered That, okay, this
is a possible element in this situation, but maybe they've said, "Oh, th- these
ones aren't part of my case, I can tell you that much."

And you talked about the bibliography and having the links. So just, it I just
wanted to make sure that the listeners know how to use this book, 'cause I think
it's unique.

[00:16:23] Debbie: Okay. I think the best way, and I'm glad you you said what
you're saying because I realize I, I'm not saying what's the best reason, is that
you could articulate why you're saying it's a pattern.

Yeah. When you find a pattern, you can say, "These are the elements." You
know how you came to it- ... by thinking. Now, of course you can be using
statistics to narrow down something to find out you have related crimes- ... in
this hotspot. There's some of them aren't related, some of them are.

So you can actually justify your con- your thinking. Yeah. It is really a thinking
tool above and beyond anything else. The book is a thinking tool, it's an
articulation tool. I don't have a hunch. I saw this. This is what's happening.
Right, right? This is- ... say if there's a couple crimes in a rural area and you
could say, "See, it's a rural area and this, these things are rural."

These three different things. And so I, I think also you can justify w- your work.
So I think another thing, having this book that never existed for analysts, you
have this book that's 364 pages. You go to your boss and you say, "This is what
I do. I have to look ... This is how complicated it is looking for a crime pattern.

You told me to go look for a crime pattern. I just don't like sit there and all of a
sudden I see a crime pattern. I have to think a lot. Look at this book, boss." Give
it to your boss. Justify why you want the reports to be written better.

[00:17:56] Jason: Yeah.

[00:17:57] Debbie: Right? Well,



[00:17:57] Jason: Yeah. And I've always said that h- half the battle is
identifying the pattern, making sure that you have every crime in a series.

Because sometimes it's, again, with the way cr- a lot of crime reports are
written, they don't get into a lot of this MO that you mentioned before, or the
certain elements that would allow an analyst or an investigator to start linking
events together and linking cases together.

Getting to the point where you can establish a pattern is a huge achievement.
Because once you get there and you can identify the pattern and the series, then
we have a lot of studies and a lot of books, a lot of training On what you do with
a series or a pattern, right?

The geographic profiling forecasting. There's a lot of stuff out there, but to get
to that point is often difficult.

[00:19:02] Debbie: Well, this is an aside, but so you wanna find all the patterns,
but it's not just in your jurisdiction.

So now you have a way to communicate what you're looking for, what the
possible things you might look for. Also, I am m- I'm trying, militant in a way
by writing this book- ... to say, to make it clear we don't have the information
we need- ... to identify patterns. Investigators don't have the information they
need, or maybe they don't even know which information to get.

Officers and investigators could benefit greatly by this book. An analyst could
say, "Well, maybe this is one reason why officers don't accept analysts, is that
they're not, we're not giving them what we can't give them because they didn't
give us what we need ." We, | say we, I'm not an analyst anymore.

Yeah. But analysts need to do their jobs if you can't make it an- give answers
out of thin air. Yeah. And so what is it we're looking at? Why are we looking at
it? And to me, the reason I do care about it is it is really a safety issue. It's
human safety of all the citizens. What are the police charged to do?

It's public safety. Yes, it's policing and going after bad guys and bad women,
but it's a, it's really pr- preventing crime, too. So, like, understanding the
problems, first you have to collect the qualitative data. I think the emphasis on
statistics, it's easier. It's... Qualitative data's messy. Do you know?

It's not clear-cut. People aren't gonna write the same things on reports. And
another reason I wrote this too is I, first of all, Al hel- helped me be able to



articulate it and- ... go in depth. But also, I do believe with Al that we're going
to get better crime reports someday. So what do we want them to be?

Like, this book can just say, "This is what we want them to be." Like, so you're
gonna prompt the officer and maybe they're not gonna write the same, like, like
NIBRS data. We're not gonna be trained robots, humans. We're still gonna talk

the way we... We're gonna write the way we write. We're gonna speak the way

we speak.

We're gonna perceive things differently, but you're gonna get enough common
ground in whatever qualitative data you capture that we're gonna be able to find
more patterns. So thank you, Jason. You're asking such great questions. Well, I,
I- You're helping me, you're helping me know what I think.

[00:21:29] Jason: I have my moments, right?

I've been doing this long enough, that's... gold star. Yeah. Yeah. So- from... I
forget where I was gonna go. Then you complimented me, then you threw me
off. How about that? You don't even know. So-

[00:21:43] Debbie: Well, Al's gonna help us. We do need better data. Data's
siloed. It's always going to be in a country with 18,000 crime, law enforcement
agencies.

We're not going to be able to... Al's not gonna find it all because we're not
gonna have all the data in one place. But- Well- And the data isn't in one place
anyway, no matter what, right?

[00:22:03] Jason: In a way, by identifying these elements for crime patterns,
you are establishing a standard, there's nothing more difficult in this country of
establishing a standard than in the police departments where there's 17,000,
18,000.

There's just so many different ways to do the same thing, and it's so customized
that it 1s really hard to get to the point of establishing a standard. But but it, |
think this is a good first step because you mentioned giving it to your boss. He-
hell, hell, give it to your police chief.

Yeah. Give it to your police chief and let him or her chew on it and establish a
way to improve things, both within the department and across the country With
IACP



[00:22:55] Debbie: Well, I do say that in the book in the last chapter. It's just
me, but somebody... Like, who am I to establish a standard?

But there is none for this. And for whatever reason, I care enough about it to do
the effort of it. And I think if you had too many people in- involved in trying to
establish a standard, if you've ever been on a committee, it's really difficult to
get consensus. Yeah. But what I also know is that [ know that other professions
have established similar standards, like the mental he- like the DSM. M- I don't
know if it's what it is now, seven, but where you're diagnosing mental health
issues- ... where you wrote down what are these things that are in these mental
illnesses?

What are the symptoms? Or the medical profession where you have diagnostic
information. Or even the body, the anatomy. Someone cut open the body, and
they wrote down all the parts many times, and finally they agreed on the names
of the parts. And so you can talk about the parts, and you can communicate
about what to do about illnesses- problems and you still have more to learn.
Like say, scientists still don't know enough about the brain. So it's never-ending.
It would be- ... something continuous. And what I do suggest to people too is to
read this book and write down their own variables that are missing from the
book. Use it as, like, a living tool.

Like, I see... Like, I have every poison under- Yeah ... under weapons, but
maybe you've thought of a new one that wasn't possible th-

[00:24:30] Jason: for me. Yeah.

[00:24:31] Debbie: Just give it a chance and actually use it to help you make
queries to search data. And I don't think we talk enough about how do we even

look for patterns. It's a skill, but it's more like a tradesman. It's not a universal
skill.

You get g- some people are better at it than others. And and just don't forget that
the details matter.

[00:24:50] Jason: All right. What's next? For Debbie So

[00:24:53] Debbie: thanks for asking me. Yeah. So I'm working on a series of
novels of the crime analysts that start- was it the Buffalo Police Department?

Started around when I did, and a FBI analyst, and the books are based on a book
I finished in 2009 before I ever went to work in the federal agency, before |



even became really close friends with an FBI analyst when I worked. So I
predicted a friendship with someone. And the books are about crime patterns.

It's the c- the Crime Pattern Casebooks. The book one will come out in July
2026, and then one every three months, five books. So- So stay tuned ...

[00:25:35] Jason: so you took these elements that you created, in this reference
book, Elements of Crime Patterns, and now the next step is writing novels - that
put these into practice

[00:25:49] Debbie: In a way Well, well, I already wrote the novel before I even
wrote- Yeah

wrote the first o- origin novel of my characters. And and but the ... I guess what
you are saying is I took the elements, but guess what, Jason? The elements have
always been there.

[00:26:05] Jason: Yeah.

[00:26:06] Debbie: So the elements exist. It's just that someone has to say,
"These are parts. These are the- ... basic mechanics. These are

They're not all in every single crime, but there's not zillions of them either.
Here's 24 elements. If you think of a new one, some people, should let me
know. Yeah. But but anyway, I'm self-publishing the novels and we shall see.
But it's because I believe that it's knowing about crime patterns is important,
and I have some kind of inside knowledge.

And so I'm trying to get the whole wide world to understand it better, and other
humans besides analysts, and so we shall see where it goes. All right. And and
they're fun. They're fun. You will like ... if you're a crime analyst, you will give
it to people to say, "See what I do?" I- of course, some of them, it's not all
realistic 'cause it's novels, but it's close to it.

[00:26:57] Jason: All right. So and remind the listeners again how they can
follow you, how they can contact you, how they can keep up with all your
future endeavors.

[00:27:09] Debbie: Well, I do have a webpage- ... which is debraosborn.com. I
did send you the flyer for the book, 20% off, The Elements of Crime Patterns.



And my email address, is crimeanalyzer@gmail.com. Yeah. Which is based on
a character in my book. Is like the captain who saw me in the hall at the police
department, and he said he would call me Crime Analyzer. So but, [ do wanna
say too, I'm talking about crime reports, but it's not just crime reports.

All the 27 crimes, some of them don't have crime reports, and they have
indicators. So those indicators could be found other ways, not through crime
reports. And I guess- Yeah ... that's all I have to say.

[00:27:53] Jason: Yeah. And the 20% off discount code is 26 AFLY 1. That's
That's two-six

A-F-L-Y one.

will put all this information in the show notes how to contact Debbie, her email
address, and a link to how to buy- The book.

Just to summarize the name of the book is Elements of Crime Patterns: A
Foundation for Theory and Practice, second edition.

. Debbie, thank you for joining me today and talking about this new book. I will
give you the last word. You can promote any idea that you wish at this point.

How do you wanna finish this show?

[00:28:36] Debbie: Well, , I just wanna say, too, it could be used for college,
anybody in a criminal justice course. If you wanted a good overview of crime,
read the book.

[00:28:46] Jason: All right, Debbie. Best of luck with the book and all, and the

novels. Very good. It's always great to talk to you. Thank you so much, and you
be safe.

[00:28:56] Debbie: You too, Jason. Thank
[00:28:58] Jason: you.

[00:28:58] Mindy: Thank you for making it to the end of another episode of
Analyst Talk with Jason Elder. You can show your support by sharing this and
other episodes found on our website@www.leapodcasts.com.



If you have a topic you would like us to cover or have a suggestion for our next
guest, please send us an email at LEAPpodcasts@gmail.com Till next time,
analysts, keep talking.



